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Ciao, Italia! 
Melded from Greek, Etruscan and Roman civilizations, Italian 
(Roman) culture has influenced Western thought, art, music, literature 
and civilization more than any other. The senses almost reel from 
exposure to history, architecture, art (Italy is the repository of a large 
percentage of the world's greatest art), and beauty unequaled anywhere 
else in Europe. The creativity, craftsmanship, artistic energy that made 
Rome great is still in full evidence in the New Millennium. 
 

American orchestras, choirs, and wind ensembles are very popular in 
Italy. The American Celebration of Music in Italy provides 
performance opportunities in churches, piazzas, theaters, concert halls, 
and archaeological ruins, for American performers to share our own 
vibrant musical culture with enthusiastic Italian audiences. 
 

The American Celebration of Music is a special annual 
performance-tour program, co-sponsored by local 
governments, music associations, community organizations, 
and tourist boards around the globe.  In many countries this 
has developed into a prestigious, recognized, year-long 
concert-series festival.  Recognition of this festival facilitates 
greater access to performance venues, official publicity, 
generally very successful concert arrangements, and the ability 
to touch local cultures in a way that may not be done through 
other affiliations. This equates to more meaningful musical and 
emotional experiences for participating performance 
ensembles. 

 

A concert and music festival experience in Italy is a return to the roots of Western 
Civilization. Italy presents a glorious feast of all the senses - sound, sight, smell, taste and 
touch. Rega�U�G�O�H�V�V�� �R�I�� �R�Q�H�·�V�� �P�X�V�L�F�D�O�� �W�D�V�W�H�V��- classical, church, ballad, opera, chant, 
symphonic, Romanesque, Gothic, Renaissance, Romantic, Baroque - these roots are all 
found in Italy. Our musical heritage certainly was born in Italy. Italians, with help from 
the French, invented the system of musical notation used today. 
 

Cremona produced violins by Stradivarius and Guarneri; the piano is an Italia n invention. Palestrina, the master of 
polyphonic music, single-handedly saved sacred church music and composed over 93 masses and many madrigals. Italian 
composers like Verdi, Gabrieli, Monteverdi, Paganini, Vivaldi, Puccini and Rossini are household names.  
 

Selected American groups are invited to share their talents with appreciative audiences in glorious venues and spectacular 
settings throughout Italy. All choirs have an opportunity sing a M�D�V�V���L�Q���6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�·�V���%�D�V�L�O�L�F�D���L�Q��Rome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


